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PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION
Bureau for Historic Preservation

ER#
Date Prepared

Name, Location and Ownership (Items 1-6; see Instructions, page 4)
HISTORIC NAME Hazelwood Carnegie Library
CURRENT/COMMON NAME Old Hazelwood Carnegie Library
OWNER NAME/ADDRESS

City of Pittsburgh

TOTAL NUMBER OF RESOURCES 1
COUNTY Allegheny
USGS QUAD

MUNICIPALITY Allegheny

90 degrees East, 20 degrees North

LOCATION Hazelwood Neighborhood Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
STREET ADDRESS 4748 Monongahela Street
CATEGORY OF PROPERTY
OWNERSHIP

Building

District

Private

Corporate

Public/Local

Public/County

Site

Object

Public/State

ZIP

15207

Structure

Public/Federal

TAX PARCEL #/YEAR 0056-B-00240-0000-00/1896

Function (Items 7-8; see Instructions, pages 4-6)
Historic Function

Education

Subcategory

Education - Library

Current Function

Subcategory

Particular Type

Library

Particular Type

Vacant/Not In Use

Property Features (Items 15-17; see Instructions, pages 7-8)
Setting Mixed use neighborhood
Ancillary Features

Fencing

Acreage (round to nearest tenth) 0.4
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ER#

Architectural/Property Information (Items 9-14; see Instructions, pages 6-7)
ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION
Romanesque

EXTERIOR MATERIALS and STRUCTURAL SYSTEM
Foundation

Stone

Walls

Brick

Roof

Shingle

Other
Structural System
WIDTH

80

Brick

(feet) or

(# bays)

DEPTH

82

(feet) or

(# rooms)

STORIES/HEIGHT

1.5 stories

Historical Information (Items 18-21; see Instructions, page 8)
Year Construction Began 1898
Basis for Dating

Year Completed 1900

Circa

Date of Major Additions, Alterations
Documentary

1900

Circa

1950s

Circa
Circa

Circa

Physical

Explain Auditorium was added the opening year, dome was removed in 1950s
Cultural/Ethnic Affiliation(s) Hungarian, African American
Associated Individual(s) Andrew Carnegie
Associated Event(s)
Architect(s) Frank Ellis Alden and Alfred Branch Harlow
Builder(s)

Submission Information (Items 22-23; see Instructions, page 8)
Previous Survey/Determinations
Threats

None

Neglect

Pittsburgh Historic Landmark survey code: 003-P-hz2-56B-240 SHPO resource #1995RE01324; eligibility undetermined

Public Development

Private Development

Other

Explain The building is currently abandoned after the library moved locations in 2004
This submission is related to a

Preparer Information

non-profit grant application

business tax incentive

NHPA/PA History Code Project Review

other

(Items 24-30; see Instructions, page 9)

Name & Title Alex Warren and Cassidy Glatz
Date Surveyed May 2021

Proj ect Name Carnegie Library of Hazelwood

Organization/Company Duquesne University Public History Program
Mailing Address 600 Forbes Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15282
Phone (412) 396-6470

09/2013

Email grays4@duq.edu

PA Historic Resource Survey For m

2

Key #
ER#

National Register Evaluation

(Item 31; see Instructions, page 9)
(To be com pleted by Survey Director, Agency Consultant, or for Project Reviews ONLY.)
Not Eligible (due to
Eligible

lack of significance and/or

lack of integrity)

Area(s) of Significance
Criteria Considerations

Contributes to Potential or Eligible District

Period of Significance
District Name

Bibliography (Item 32; cite major references consulted. Attach additional page if needed. See Instructions, page 9.)
Bauder, Bob. “Efforts Underway to Preserve and Reuse Former Carnegie Library Building in Hazelwood.” TribLive. December 29, 2019.
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/efforts-underway-to-preserve-and-reuse-former-carnegie-library-in-hazelwood/.
Belko, Mark. A Plot Twist: URA Seeks Proposals to Redevelop Historic Hazelwood Library. September 17, 2019.
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2019/09/17/Carnegie-Library-Hazelwood-Urban-Redevelopment-Authority-Pittsburgh/stories/2019091701
37#:~:text=A%20plot%20twist%3A%20URA%20seeks%20proposals%20to%20redevelop%20historic%20Hazelwood%20library,-Mark%
20Belko&text=The%20Pittsburgh%20Urban%20Redevelopment%20Authority,other%20activity%20in%20the%20neighborhood.
Biographical/Historical Information.Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, Hazelwood Branch 2, William R. OliverSpecial Collections, Carnegie Library of
Pittsburgh
Carnegie Corporation of New York. “Andrew Carnegie's Story,” 2015. https://www.carnegie.org/interactives/foundersstory/#!
Floyd, Margaret Henderson.Architecture After Richardson: Regionalism BeforeModernism -- Longfellow, Alden, and Harlow in Boston and
Pittsburgh. Chicago and Pittsburgh: University of Chicago Press and Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation,1994.
Fourth Annual Reports to the Board of Trustees of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, 1900 Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, Hazelwood Branch 2,
William R. OliverSpecial Collections, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
Library Journal. United Kingdom: R. R. Bowker Company, 1900., 717-730 retrieved from
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Library_Journal/_sHgAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0
Rep. Former Hazelwood Library. Pittsburgh, PA: URA, 2019.https://www.ura.org/proposals/hazelwood-library-rfp
Speer, Kenneth. “Pittsburgh Day by Day.” Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph, February 14, 1950.

Additional Information

The following must be submitted with form . Check the appropriate box as each piece is completed and attach to form with paperclip.
Narrative Sheets—Description/Integrity and History/Significance (See Instructions, pages 13-14)
Current Photos (See Instructions, page 10)
Photo List (See Instructions, page 11)
Site Map (sketch site map on 8.5x11 page; include North arrow, approximate scale; label all
resources, st reet names, and geographic features; show exterior photo locations; See Instructions, page 11)
Floor Plan (sketch main building plans on 8.5x11 page; include North arrow, scale bar or length/width
dimensions; label rooms; show interior photo locations; See Instructions, page 11)
USGS Map (submit original, photocopy, or download ; See Instructions, page )

Send Completed Form and Additional Information to:
National Register Program
Bureau for Historic Preservation/PHMC
Keystone Bldg., 2nd Floor
400 North St.
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093
09/2013
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Site Plan (Item 34)

ER#

See page 11 of the Instructions for more information regarding the site plan. Create a s ketch of the property, show ing the footprint
of all buildings, structures, landscape features, streets, etc. Label all resources and streets. Include a North arrow and a scale bar
(note if scale is approximate). This sheet may be used to sketch a plan or another map/plan may be substituted.
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Site Plan Continued (Item 34)

ER#

See page 11 of the Instructions for more information regarding the site plan. Create a s ketch of the property, show ing the footprint
of all buildings, structures, landscape features, streets, etc. Label all resources and streets. Include a North arrow and a scale bar
(note if scale is approximate). This sheet may be used to sketch a plan or another map/plan may be substituted.

Key #

Floor Plan (Item 35)

ER#

See page 11 of the Instructions for more information regarding the floor plan. Provide a floor plan for the primary buildings, show ing
all additions. Label rooms and note important features. Note the date of additions. Inc lude a North arrow and a scale b ar (note if
scale is approx imate) or indicate w idth/depth dimensions. This sheet may be used to s ketch a floor plan or another map/plan may
be substituted.
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Physical Description and Integrity

Introduction [summarize the property, stating type(s) of resource(s) and function(s)]
The Hazelwood Branch is a symmetrical one-and-a-half-story Richardsonian
Romanesque building. The building is made of brick with a stone foundation. The original
library served as a community center, performance center, and library for the Hazelwood
community. The front of the building is symmetrical with two gables and matching chimneys on
each end. The rear of the building has an octagonal auditorium at 1 story backing up to the
symmetrical rectangular portion of the building. The building is currently abandoned with plans
to rehabilitate the building for future community use. The property is based on the historic legal
parcel that is currently fenced in by a chainmail and iron fence. The property is located within
the Hazelwood residential neighborhood. The building is currently abandoned with plans to
make this building into a new community center.
Setting [describe geographic location, streetscapes, natural/man-made landscape features,
signage, etc.]
The Hazelwood Branch is located off of Monongahela Street next to a church and
surrounded by residential buildings. The Original Hazelwood Branch of the Carnegie Library is
situated between Chatsworth Avenue and Monongahela Street with the front of the building
located on Monongahela Street. The building is located on a hill with 1 story existing off of
Monongahela Street and continuing another half story down the hill which holds the
performance space. The building is fenced in by an original iron fence on both sides of the
primary facade and chain fencing extending from the rear entrance up the hill to the iron fence.

The West side of the property borders a community church and the east side borders the back of
two residential buildings.

Exterior materials, style, and features [describe the exterior of main buildings/resources]
It is constructed of brick with a stone foundation.The building is Richardsonian
Romanesque, a design style the architects Alden & Harlow are especially known for using in
their designs. The rear is semicircular with a radius of about 35 feet. A projecting chimney rises
from the center of each gable end. The building’s façade has a central pedimented entrance
pavilion whose corners are defined by rusticated stone quoins. The pavilion contains a pair of
wooden double doors within an arched surround of rusticated stone voussoirs. A clear glass
transom occupies the space above the doors. The doorway is flanked by a pair of narrow
double-hung windows with stone sills and lintels. Above the central doorway and below the
pediment is a pair of stone tablets with inscriptions reading “CARNEGIE LIBRARY / FREE TO
THE PEOPLE / HAZELWOOD BRANCH.” Centered in the pediment is another tablet
inscribed, “A.D. MDCCCXCIX.”The foundation of the building features a stone water table at
the base elevation.
On either side of the entrance pavilion is a row of four double-hung windows with a
continuous stone sill across the front entrance windows. A matching stone lintel connects the
tops of the windows, and above this are the three stone tablets. Both the sill and lintel courses
turn the corners of the building, where there are three double-hung windows on either side of the
chimneys. The coursing is interrupted only by the projecting chimneys on both ends of the
building. Smaller double-hung windows a floor above let light into an attic apartment originally

used by the building’s caretaker. The building’s exterior retains no trace of a dome that originally
existed at the intersection of the front and side gables.
At the rear of the building are 8 angled exterior walls that form an octagonal interior
space protruding only on the ground floor. A set of wooden double doors projects from the
central wall of the octagonal footprint. Above the central doors is a stone tablet embossed with
the word “HALL.” Each wall contains a round arch window framed by brickwork and featuring
a stone sill. These windows have been boarded up with wood panels. The second floor of the
main structure, which does not extend over the octagonal ground floor area, features 4 central
windows with stone lintels and sills. Above the two middle windows is a small, central balcony
that protrudes from the slant of a roof, similar to a dormer window. There is a skylight to the
right of the balcony visible from the rear elevation.
The north and south elevations are identical and include a brick exterior with the stone
water table foundation at the base. There are six windows across the main level of the building
with two windows on either side of the projecting chimney above the main row of windows. The
two upper windows are on the top floor/apartment level of the building while the six windows
are on the main level. Below that there are no windows and the south elevation contains an exit
door and a staircase attached to the building. Both the north and south elevations have the brick
all the way down to the foundation and then jut out towards the rear of the property expanding to
the addition of the auditorium.

Interior materials, style, and features [describe the interior of main buildings/resources]
The Hazelwood Carnegie Library interior opens from the main entrance into a vestibule
that encounters a set of interior wood doors that open into the main lobby. At the center of the

lobby is the original octagonal wooden desk. At the far end of the lobby are built-in bookshelves.
On either side of the entrance vestibule is a small room. One leads to a doorway to a stairwell,
and on the other is a restroom containing one stall and a sink. On both sides of the lobby, there
are walls with the bottom half of the wall constructed of wood and the top being windows
looking into the two symmetrical rooms with built-in wood-paneled bookshelves on the lower
half and windows on the top half. All of the bookshelves remain intact and are a classic feature
of historic libraries.
On the lower level exiting from the main stairwell, it opens into a small hall that leads
into 5 different rooms. The room closest to the stairs has shelves on the left wall but is otherwise
open space. The next room clockwise from the stairs is a restroom with a urinal, single-stall, and
one sink. Following the clockwise pattern, the next room is the boiler room. This room has a
secondary room attached that originally served as the coal vault. The original boiler room also
contains stairs down to a boiler pit and stairs leading to an exit door at the far end of the room.
Exiting from the boiler room and heading clockwise, there is a small stairway down to then enter
the auditorium stage. The stage is elevated and looks out into the semi-circular room. There are
sound panels along the wells surrounding the windows. The windows are round arch windows.
The auditorium has four poles across the room to support the ceiling. There are chairs stuck in
the cement flooring in a curved pattern. The chairs are broken into 3 pie sections with two main
aisles at 60 and 120-degree angles from the stage. The chairs are original to the 1900
construction and are immovable continental seating. Across from the center of the main stage,
there are the entrance/exit wood paneled doors. The stage is inset into the wall with an arch over
the entire stage. The arch is accented by a wooden arch surround. From the main lower level hall
there are two more rooms located off a small hallway. There is a workroom with shelves on the

right side of the first room. The workroom is on the right side of the hallway coming from the
stairwell. The final room is at the end of the hallway and it is a square storeroom with wood
paneling.
The top floor of the library was originally the caretaker’s apartment. There are 4 rooms
and a balcony. The balcony is across from the stairwell and looks out above the auditorium.
There are rooms on either side of the balcony. Each is a square room and there is a small
bathroom located directly above the two on the lower floors and immediately next to the stairs on
the left side.

Outbuildings/Landscape [describe briefly additional landscape features found on property,
substitute Building Complex Form if preferred; See Instructions, page 18]
There are no additional outbuildings. The landscape extends on the Parcel ID:
0056-B-00240-0000-00 in Allegheny County. The area of significance expands beyond the
building with the extensive use history of the yard with events spilling out from the performance
area and some events even existing entirely outside in the courtyard. The landscape consists of a
sidewalk splitting the rear landscape of the parcel. Beyond the sidewalk, the landscape is entirely
grass with trees bordering the sides of the building. 20th-century gas lamps are bordering the
main sidewalk in the rear of the building. The sidewalk path continues to wrap around the
building leading to a concrete stairwell on the east side of the building with an iron railing
leading up to the original iron gate and fence that borders both sides of the building’s facade.

Boundaries [explain how/why boundaries chosen, such as historic legal parcel, visual
natural features such as tree lines, alley separating modern construction, etc.]

The boundary is based on the historic legal parcel. The historic parcel is also the
fenced-in area of the land. It is located on a hill and the parcel extends the entire width of the
block from Chatsworth Avenue to Monongahela Street. Due to the history of community use of
the entire parcel of this boundary, this entire parcel is relevant to historical significance. The
Hazelwood Carnegie Library hosted outdoor events in the area behind the theater throughout the
period of significance including community events like outdoor concerts, game nights, and more.

Integrity [summarize changes to the property and assess how the changes impact its ability
to convey significance]
The original dome above the main desk on the exterior of the building was demolished
due to structural issues. The unique and distinctive character of the dome was replaced with a
circular skylight. The dome was destroyed in the 1950-60s leaving the skylight as the main
representation of the building throughout its primary period of significance. The remaining
exterior materials of the building are original to the building including brickwork, iron, stone,
and windows. Most of the original ironwork has rusted throughout the use of the building. Due to
limited changes to the property since its construction in 1900, with the main exception being the
removal of the dome in the mid-20th century, the building retains a high level of integrity.

History [Summarize the evolution of the property from origin to present]
After retiring from the steel industry in 1870, Andrew Carnegie endeavored to distribute
his vast wealth to various charitable causes worldwide. A lover of libraries, Carnegie sought to
create free public library systems with his fortune. He believed that libraries afforded individuals
access to knowledge in America that could allow them to become successful. At the same time,
he believed that access to free libraries would assist immigrants who needed to acquire new
cultural knowledge of their new country. Beginning in his native town of Dunfermline, Scotland,
Carnegie successfully funded his first free and public library. After his success in Scotland, he
set his philanthropic sites on Pittsburgh, his adoptive hometown, and his industrial empire’s
original site. In 1890 Andrew Carnegie provided funding for the city of Pittsburgh to construct
the main library and six branches to be spread throughout the city’s boroughs to reach the
greatest number of community members. The original Carnegie Library of Hazelwood was
designed and constructed by the architectural firm of Alden & Harlow at the behest of Andrew
Carnegie. The original Hazelwood branch finished construction and was subsequently opened to
the community on August 15, 1900.
As a part of his original donation to the city of Pittsburgh, the six main branches of the
Carnegie library have been owned by the city of Pittsburgh; this includes the original Hazelwood
branch. However, as a stipulation of Andrew Carnegie’s donation, all of the original six branches
of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, including the original Hazelwood branch, received yearly
funding of $40,000 from Carnegie’s estate. As of the branch's closing in 2004, the property was
internally transferred to Pittsburgh's Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA), an extension of the
city’s government, which currently holds both the building and its surrounding property at an
asking price of $109,000.

As designated by Andrew Carnegie, the property's primary function was as a public
library for the community of Hazelwood. However, resulting from fundraising efforts made by
the women of Hazelwood, money was raised to expand the library for an auditorium. These
efforts were subsequently matched by Mr. Carnegie and allowed the library to expand. Shortly
after its initial opening in 1900, the library grew to include a 500-seat auditorium at the basement
level of the property. The addition of the auditorium allowed the library to also serve as a venue
for theater and musical performances and afforded it the ability to host community
meetings. Following the industrialization of Pittsburgh, the neighborhood of Hazelwood
transitioned from an upper-middle class community to one populated by immigrants and African
American industrial workers. As such the library also served a third purpose for the large
Hungarian immigrant population, and later for the African American community while still
functioning as a library, meeting hall and performance space.
Significance [Explain why the property is important]
The original library of Hazelwood is strongly associated with the philanthropy
of Andrew Carnegie. Andrew Carnegie was a Scottish-American industrialist and philanthropist
most famously associated with the steel industry in the 19th century through Carnegie Steel
Corporation, one of the world’s largest manufacturers of steel. Apart from his industrial and
business pursuits, Carnegie is closely associated with both philanthropy and education. Most
notably among the myriad of Andrew Carnegie’s public projects and donations were his gifts of
free public library buildings. This began with establishing a free library in his native home of
Dunfermline, Scotland, before shifting his focus to assisting his industrial home of Pittsburgh.
Following the Carnegie Libraries of Pittsburgh’s successful establishments, Carnegie would
continue his endeavors to provide free public library buildings to the English-speaking world

which included areas of the UK, Australia, and New Zealand. Carnegie’s philanthropic
ideologies were exposed through The Gospel of Wealth. He stated that monied elites should use
their prodigious wealth to promote the happiness and welfare of others. Carnegie’s dedication to
such an ideology can be seen through the many charitable organizations that bear his
name. Today, the original Hazelwood library stands as a physical testament to Carnegie’s desire
to enrich the community’s lives and welfare through charitable and philanthropic acts.
Other than its connection to Andrew Carnegie, the original Hazelwood library is
associated with architects Frank Ellis Alden and Alfred Branch Harlow. Alden & Harlow
(formerly of Longfellow, Alden, and Harlow) held offices in both the Boston and Pittsburgh
areas. However, within the Pittsburgh area, the pair became one of the city’s leading
architectural firms from the 1890s to the 1920s. Andrew Carnegie heavily favored the two in the
design of many of his buildings. In 1890, he hired the firm to design the main Carnegie Library
and its six subsequent branches and the Carnegie Institute. Apart from their work with Carnegie,
the firm was also instrumental in designing office buildings, banks, elite social clubs, and
mansions for Pittsburgh’s industrial elites during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Finally, the Hazelwood library is closely associated with August Wilson, the multiaward-winning American playwright, whose works highlighted the lives of African Americans in
the 20th century. As a young child Wilson’s family moved into the Hazelwood neighborhood of
Pittsburgh, where he attended school at Gladstone High School. In 1960 Wilson dropped out of
Highschool at only fifteen years old. Despite dropping out of High school Wilson’s education
did not end, instead he spent every day for the next five years educating himself with the books
found at the Hazelwood library. Wilson’s time spent at the original Carnegie Library of
Hazelwood had a lasting impact on both shaping his education and future career as a playwright.

Designed and constructed by the architectural firm Alden& Harlow, the exterior of the
original Hazelwood library is comprised of red brick. The library is one of six original Carnegie
branch libraries in Pittsburgh that features distinct Richardsonian influence; however, it is not
uniform in its design. Each of the original six branches were designed to appear similar but not
uniform—each boasting its own specific architectural design qualities. The original Hazelwood
branch, in particular, incorporates raised parapets into the gabled ends of the building instead of
the classical porticos or low-hipped roofs demonstrated within the architecture of the other six
branch libraries by Alden& Harlow during this period. Yet within the library’s interior is a semicircular wood desk situated on the library’s main floor, a distinct hallmark of the original six
branch libraries. The desk is specifically placed contrapuntal to the curved stacks, which project
from the rear of the rectangularly shaped building. Apart from such features, unique to the
Hazelwood library is its octagonal auditorium situated in the lower floor of the library which
opens onto the back lawn. This auditorium was added shortly after the completion of the main
library as a result of community fundraising and a desire for the library to also function as a
meeting space and theater for the Hazelwood neighborhood.
Context and Comparisons [Describe briefly similar properties in the area, and explain how
this property compares]
The original branch of the Hazelwood library is located at 4748 Monongahela Street in
the Hazelwood neighborhood of Pittsburgh. The community of Hazelwood itself is located in the
southernmost valley of Pittsburgh and is situated above the Monongahela River. Hazelwood
shares a border with the neighborhoods of Glen Hazel to the southeast, Squirrel Hill to the east,
Greenfield to the north, and South Oakland to the northwest. The library itself is situated in a
residential area rather than within the business district. The property is located caddy-corner

from a disused Catholic Church owned by the Diocese of Pittsburgh and is surrounded by
housing on all sides. Most notably, the property is located a block down from Gladstone Middle
school, which closed its doors early in 2014. At the time of the library’s construction,
Hazelwood’s area was considered an upper-class community. However, with the rise of the steel
industry, the neighborhood became inhabited by railroad workers and steel mill workers, many
of whom were immigrants or African American. Characteristically, Hazelwood was considered
to have the largest population of Hungarian immigrants in the City of Pittsburgh during its
industrial phase. This is demonstrated by the significant collection of books and works written
entirely in Hungarian found within the library, which helped to serve and educate this
immigrant population. After the 1940s, however, the neighborhood of Hazelwood began to
decline as the steel industry, along with many others, began to leave Pittsburgh. However,
despite the decline the neighborhood of Hazelwood has maintained a strong African American
community. While the neighborhood of Hazelwood has continued to experience prolonged
population decline, it shows the promise of new growth due to industrial and commercial
projects in the area.
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